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Mish Hood started at YMCA Camp Silver Beach as a counselor in 2001 and has served as the

camp's program director since then. Born and

raised in Scotland, he eared a college degree in 2006 but returned to the Eastern Shore. “It is the job | have been looking for,” he said.

International flair

By Ceri Larson Danes
Siali writer

JAMESVILLE Camp
Silver Beach here is one of the
Shore's best-kept zecrets, and
its strongly international fla-
vor-may be even lesser known
to locals.

‘Opened in 1999 by the South
Hampton Roads YMCA, the
150-acre facility hosts thou-

.sands of kids each summer
and about 100 counselors, 40
percent of whom come from
outside the United States.

Some of the campers are for-
eign, too, hailing this year
from France, Russia, Saudi
Arabia and Spain, though the
majority come from within a

of the Shore
Camp's and predomi-
recruitment nantly feom
effortsae  yirginia, said
diverse Executive
PageA3 pDirector Dan
Credle,

“T think the YMCA is an
international movement,” he
said, “and our particular asso-
ciation of South’ Hampton
Roads has a partnership with
the YMCA in Sao Paulo,
Brazil."

This vear's crew of interna-
tional counselors represents 12
different countries — Albania,
Russia, Croatia, Ukraine,

See YMCA on page A3

At YMCA camp,
counselors, youth
come from all over

Dan Credle is executive director of YMCA Camp Silver Beach. “I think
the YMCA is an international movement,” he sakd.
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JAMESVILLE — Camp Silver
Beach near here is located here on the
Eastern Shore, but it is used by fami-
lksmﬁmumfarbemdthmbnr-

countries over mnine years and
campers from 21 states and four other
countries this vear,

“We don't target the Eastern Shore
anymore than we target South
Hampton Roads,” said Executive
Director Dan Credle,

the Harvest Festival at Kiptopeke.

“From January to Mid-March we
are on the road recruiting counselors
and campers,” Credle said.

The camp will celebrate its 10th
anniveraary next year and Credle has
been there since the beginning, bunk-
ing in the office during construction.

“Ninety-five percent of kids are
going to come from a distance not

Camp’s recruitment efforts are
diverse — and financially inclusive

ders — attracting counselors from 23

muraﬂmnahmu-sawm: he said.
“Probably 80 percent of our children
are from an even more narrow radius,

£350,000.

Eastern Shore families were
awarded 26 scholarships this year
totaling $19,000. Credle sald families
are encouraged to contribute any
amount they can handle, because it
makes the experience more meaning-
ful for them.

Go to www.eampsilverbeach.orgor
call 442-9634 for more information,

counselor in 2001 and has

versity in Edinburgh,
receiving a  business
degree in 2006,

“Itiathajnblh&mhnen
looking for for years"
Hood said. *1 wanted this
job," he said, because he
“would rather be halping
make a difference for kids
than sitting behind a
desk.”

He and  Richard
Grieves, the teen camp
director and also a Scat,
are responsible for an

of Scottish tradi-

- evening
tion held on the last night

of teen camp for the older
campers — rising fresh-
men, sophomores and
juniors who stay for a
three-week stretch each

year,

It's called a Ceilidh
{pronounced KEY-LEE) —
a night of dance and
toasts and a celebration of
Scofland’s most beloved
poet, Robert Burns,

Another feature isn't
enfirely popular even in

Scotland, but Grieves said

the teen group, whose last
day was July 12, thor-
oughly enjoyed the native

- meal of Haggls.
Served with “tatties
and neeps” — that's

mashed potatoes and
turnips — Haggls Is a
sausage-like speciality
made by cooking the
heart, lungs and liver of a
sheep, along with toasted
patmeal, stuffing it into
the sheep's stomach and
then boiling it for hours.

There's typically a
reading of Robert Burns
poeiry, and “the toast of
the laddies and the toast
of the lassies,” which
Grieves said is seasoned
with healthy sarcasm,
“and then they get out
there and dance.”

Grieves and Hood teach
them the steps of the tra-
ditional dance, creating
memories  many  will
carry with them for a Jife-
time.

Life preparation
Semior Program

Director Andy Ballard
also has been working

with the camp since 2001
and said it is the camp
philosophy to create life-
changing moments.

Another goal is to have
the campers return the
following year

“It's not a business
goal,” he said, “it's a life
goal — to prepare for
making choices; o pre-
pare people for that deci-
sion and healthy inde-
pendence away from their
parents.”

The camp has a volun-
teer medical stafl of one
doctor and four nurses
on-site 24/7 who rotate
with each weekly session
— meaning at least 10
doctors and 40 nurses vol-
uniser each summer,

“The American
Camping  Association
only requires a person on
staff with advanced first-
aid training,” Credle

said. *It Is very reassur--

ing for families to know

that we have this level of
medical staff"

The camp has steadily
increased  enrollment
each year and this year's
enroflment — 2,018 — Is
the highest ever.

Though increasingly
popular, there are usually

“open bed spaces in each

session.

That's good luck for
campers who ask to
spend another week,
which Credle said is com-
mon.

One 18-year-old girl
from Hampton Roads
stayed six weeks, he said,
and then came back to
vislt on two occasions
when [riends came o

camp.

A maximum of 10
campers are divided into
12-person cottages with
two counselors. They're

grouped by age in sepa-
rate girls' and boys'
areas. Half of them spend
the morning at land activ-
ities like field sports,
riflary,  archery, the
Alpine Tower, dance,
martial arts; drama and
crafts,

The others head for the
water, enjoying the pool
with its 90-foot Wet Willie
slide or taking in water
sports on the Chesapeake
Bay — everything from
sailing and kayaking to
waterskiing, tubing,
walkeboarding and more. *

In the afterncon, the
morning’s landlubbers
head for the water and
the waterlogged switch to
dry-land activities.

“The camp is one big
loop and the campers fol-
low the loop,” Hood said.
“The whole system {5
designed for decision
making - their experi-
ences depend on their
decisions.”

When not In session
the camp is used for busi-
ness conferences, corpo-
rate refreats and special
events. Four hundred
girl-seouts will descend
on the camp after the reg-
ular sessions end later
this month.



