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briefs
council news

 at a glance

PORTSMOUTH | The City 
Council voted Tuesday night 
to approve an entertainment 
use permit for a downtown 
restaurant and lounge that 
some neighboring business 
owners opposed.  

Restaurateur Terry Webb 
plans to host music and other 
entertainment at an upscale 
tapas restaurant and lounge at 
509 High St.

The vote on the permit was 
five to one, with Mayor James 
Holley opposed. Councilwoman 
Marlene Randall was not 
present.

Paul Smith, the owner of 
a neighboring art studio, 
complained at the hearing that 
Webb had not spoken with 
surrounding business owners 
about his venture. He and some 
other nearby business owners 
have said the venue could bring 
problems to Olde Towne like a 
nightclub called David’s II did in 
the 1990’s. That venue was shut 
down by court order.

However,  building owner 
Charles Greenhood said Webb 
had met with some other local 
business owners.

Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Psimas pointed out that Webb 
is an established restaurateur 
and that a condition of the 
permit would allow the police 
chief to seek to have it shut 
it down if it becomes a public 
problem.

– Jen McCaffery

Norfolk
TWO SCHOOL FIELDS 
TO GET NEW LIGHTS

 The football stadiums at 
Booker T. Washington and Lake 
Taylor high schools will be 
getting new lights.

A group of Booker T. alumni, 
led by former Buffalo Bills 
player Bruce Smith and Zeke 
Avery, who won two state 
basketball titles at the school, 
lobbied the City Council for 
new lights three weeks ago. 
They cited a study that showed 
the lights at Booker T. were 
deficient and presented a 
possible safety hazard.

Since Lake Taylor has the 
same lighting system, the 
council decided lighting at both 
schools need to be addressed. 

City Manager Regina V.K. 
Williams said she met with 
School Superintende nt Stephen 
C. Jones, and they agreed 
to split the cost, which is 
estimated at about $350,000.

“They have identified funding 
for half,” she said. “We will find 
money for the other half.”

Williams said she isn’t sure if 
the stadiums will receive new 
lights this season, but the two 
projects are being bid upon and 
lights will be installed as soon 
as possible.

– Harry Minium

PORTSMOUTH 
RESTAURATEUR 
GETS PERMIT OK

city lost to a local group of res-
idents, came to an end.

“It’s taken so long,” said 
Marcella Powell, who dabbed 
tears away once it was clear a 
consensus had been reached. 
Powell, who lives in East 
Ocean View, began fighting 
to turn the area into a park 
eight years ago.

City leaders plan to next 
schedule a town hall meet-
ing in East Ocean View to 
discuss the proposal. It will 
then go before the Planning 
Commission so the land can 
be rezoned.

 Williams said his efforts 
to end the dispute began last 
month, when a friend suggest-
ed that he meet with Bill Ker-
ry, the head of the Bay Oaks 
Park Committee that was 
formed to preserve the land 
as a park.  Originally, City 
Manager Regina V.K. Wil-
liams and Planning Direc-
tor Frank Duke were sched-
uled to present their vision for 
Bay Oaks on Tuesday. Howev-

er, on Monday, Don Williams 
met with Mayor Paul Fraim 
and Regina Williams to ask 
if he could pitch his plan in-
stead.

Fraim told Don Williams 
that he could if he was sure 
both sides would agree. Don 
Williams then called Ker-
ry and Councilman W. Ran-
dy Wright, who represents 
East Ocean View and has ad-
vocated for housing on the 
site. They both agreed to the 
plan.

Councilman Paul R. Rid-
dick said he likes the propos-
al but wants to make sure that 
it does not siphon money from 
other city projects.

Jim Gehman, who works 
in the city’s housing authori-
ty, said he thinks money from 
land sales will pay for any new 
infrastructure and for the re-
maining $1.6 million of debt 
the authority owes for the 
land. The authority cleared 
the land of blighted housing 
years ago.

Kerry said he and other 
members of the committee 
would like to raise money to 

build the park. He said he also 
would  like to erect a memori-
al for U.S. Navy SEALS killed 
in Iraq and Afghanistan in the 
park. SEALS are based at Lit-
tle Creek Naval Amphibious 
Base, not far from the East 
Ocean View park site.

Ann Fitzgibbon, a Bay Oaks 
committee member, said the 
new area will help restore 12 
acres of parkland lost when 
the city closed City Beach 
more than five years ago, 
now the home of the upscale 
East Beach community.

City Beach was once the 
only beach in Norfolk in 
which African Americans 
could swim.

Fitzgibbon said the 5,376 
people  who signed petitions 
three years ago opposing 
plans to build housing at Bay 
Oaks deserve the credit for 
the compromise.

“It is the citizens of Norfolk, 
and the power of petition ini-
tiatives, that has made this 
park possible,” she said.

Harry Minium, (757) 446-2371,
harry.minium@pilotonline.com
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BAY OAKS | City leaders plan to schedule 
town hall meeting to discuss proposal
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 A compromise offered by Norfolk Councilman Don Williams for the site in East Ocean View is being celebrated by both sides. 

petitions

Ann Fitzgibbon, a member of 
the Bay Oaks Park Committee, 
said the 5,376 people who signed 
petitions three years ago deserve 
the credit for the compromise.
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Plan’s goal: Students as critical thinkers

By Lauren Roth
The Virginian-Pilot

VIRGINIA BEACH 

The vision of the school division 
for the next six years was outlined 
at Tuesday’s School Board meeting, 
and it focuses on critical thinking 
over test-taking. 

“Stakeholders have made it abun-
dantly clear that they want the em-
phasis in our classrooms to be one 
of teaching thinking skills, not test-
ing skills,” said William H. Graves, 

chairman of the division’s strate-
gic planning committee and dean 
of the Darden School of Education 
at Old Dominion University.

The plan calls on the division 
to prepare 95 percent or more of 
its graduates with “the skills that 
they need to succeed as 21st cen-
tury learners, workers and citi-
zens” by 2015.

To be considered successful, stu-
dents will be proficient academi-
cally, effective at communicating 
and working with others, globally 
aware and self-motivated, as well 
as critical, creative problem-solv-
ers.

To hear community reaction 
to the plan, the school division 
is holding an open mic session 

at Tallwood High School from
6 to 8 p.m.   Sept. 22, two weeks be-
fore the board plans to vote on it.

The plan is posted on-
line at  www.vbschools.com/
strategic_plan /survey.asp.
Comments also are being accepted 
through that page.

The plan calls for the division 
to work critical thinking into 
the curriculum, increase the en-
rollment of minority students in 
challenging courses, expand the 
full-day kindergarten program 
and reduce the over-representa-
tion of minorities in special edu-
cation programs.

Lauren Roth, (757) 222-5133 or 
lauren.roth@pilotonline.com

Six-year strategy calls 
for shifting away from 
emphasis on test-taking

meeting 
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YMCA PROPOSES 
TO INVEST 
$3 MILLION IN 
SUMMER CAMP

By Mike Saewitz
The Virginian-Pilot

CHESAPEAKE

The YMCA of South Hampton 
Roads wants to invest $3 mil-
lion to build a summer camp in 
Northwest River Park. 

The camp is one of three that 
the YMCA would like to open 
by 2010. The other sites are on 
the Virginia Wesleyan College 
campus and Camp E.W. Young, 
which is in Chesapeake but 
owned by the city of Norfolk.

The Chesapeake City Council 
was briefed about the Northwest 
River Park plans Tuesday.

“Everybody’s going to get 
so excited about this all over 
Chesapeake,” said Councilwom-
an Patricia Willis.

The YMCA and the city have 
been discussing the project for 
more than a year.  The city still 
must open the project up to oth-
er developers, and bids will be 
accepted until Oct. 14. The park 
will need to be rezoned before 
the camp is established.

The plan includes a 30,000-
square-foot outdoor pool area 
and a new 25,000-square-foot 
equestrian area on 20 acres of 
the 763-acre park, documents 
show. The plan could also in-
clude an amphitheater and 
climbing tower.

The project would not re-
quire any city money, officials 
say. City officials hope a swim-
ming pool will increase camp-
ground reservations and reve-
nue generated by the park. 

Chuck Harris, president 
and chief executive officer  of 
the YMCA of South Hampton 
Roads, said he hopes the 10-
week Northwest River Park 
camp could be open to more 
than 300 children.

Harris said that some do-
nors have expressed interest 
in contributing money toward 
the camp, but he would not re-
veal any  names .

Mike Saewitz, (757) 222-5207, 
mike.saewitz@pilotonline.com
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�   “Everybody’s 
going to get so excited 
about this all over 
Chesapeake.”

Councilwoman Patricia Willis

details 

The plan includes a 30,000-
square-foot outdoor pool area 
and a new 25,000-square-foot 
equestrian area on 20 acres of the 
763-acre park, documents show. 

City to set aside money for drought water
By Janie Bryant
The Virginian-Pilot

PORTSMOUTH

 The City Council voted Tuesday 
night to set aside almost $1.4 mil-
lion to buy water from Norfolk if 
drought conditions worsen.

Portsmouth spent a little more 
than $1.3 million on emergency 
water during last year’s drought, 
according to Jim Spacek, the city’s 
director of public works and utili-
ties.

The current dry spell is similar 
to last year’s, he said before Tues-
day’s meeting. Beyond that, it’s hard 
to forecast, he said.

“There’s equal chances of less 
rain, more rain and more than av-
erage rain,” he said. “So we’re just 
getting prepared in case we need 
some drought water.”

Late last month, nine jurisdic-
tions across the state were under 
mandatory restrictions and 46 were 
under voluntary restrictions, ac-
cording to a drought status report 
from  the Virginia Department of 
Environmental Quality.

The capacity of the city reser-
voirs in Suffolk rose  to 81 percent 

from 78 percent with recent rainfall 
from Tropical Storm Hanna. The 
average for September is 88 per-
cent, Spacek said. “If we get down 
to 70 percent, we call on Norfolk for 
the water,” Spacek said

At one point during the worst 
drought on record, 2000 to 2002, 
the reservoir capacity dropped  to 
about 45 percent, Spacek said. 

He said at that point that it gets 
harder to treat the water. “We have 
to use more chemicals. It is hard-
er to take the dirt out when you get 
that low.”

In 2002, a water conveyance 
system was constructed to link 
Norfolk’s reservoir in Suffolk to 

Portsmouth’s lakes , Spacek said. 
An agreement with Norfolk now 
allows Portsmouth to buy up to 10 
million gallons per day of Norfolk’s 
surplus water, Spacek said.

The city did not need to purchase 
the emergency water until 2007, he 
said. “I hope we’re not on a trend,” 
he said.

Funding for the emergency wa-
ter comes from the public utilities 
fund, Spacek said. The appropria-
tion that was approved Tuesday 
could pay for up to 28 weeks worth 
of water, he said.

Janie Bryant, (757) 446-2453, 
janie.bryant@pilotonline.com

Vote allows $1.4 million to be set aside
for purchase from Norfolk, if needed  

last year’s drought

Portsmouth spent  more than $1.3 mil-
lion on emergency water , the director 
of public works and utilities said .
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