Adticle - Pro player’s free clinic is thanks for his imes st Greenbrier.,
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saitch willlams, a world-rankesd prolessional racquetball player, recently conducted a free clinic m
the Greanbrier Rorth Yeica. wWilllams esed to play In the cllitys amateur tommamenis,

Pro player’s free clinic is thanks
for his times at Greenbrier North
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wm third-vear racquet
ball pro Mitch Willimmes
signed a contract with the
W b Oy Lt Aiaguisd,
it was time o colebrate. Amnd
a time to repay thoss who
helped him get there

The Gresnbrier Morth
YO AL where Williams con
ducted a clinic recently, was
one such place

Williames grew up in Ka
le=lgh, M.C.. sl wtvended
Morth Carolina State Univer-
sity. From there, on week
ends, Williams travelksd 1o
racouethall tournaments. Cine
rr|;|||.1.r stop was | sreenhrier
Morth, which provided good
competition four times s
Vil

| umed to play inoa lot of

O ETONEY DU TR eris:
it beat looking for a regu-
lar job.” Willlams sajd. “1've
been o Greenbrier count less
e

Williams competed in oma
teur tournamens from 200]
through 2005, A year later, he
enkered the |1r-:lFr--.=\.i|:|:r|:tJ CIr-
il

Williames' father, Diake, in-
troduced im to racguetball
al age 10 He musdes it to junion
naikonals his first year

Afrer gracuation From M.Q
Stare. Williams weni on 0o

Duavid Krigiaros,
12, kifr, of
Hickory was
thrilled 1o ge
o play with
Kibtch Willlams,

abhove

graduate from Coloradoe State
University-Pussbla, where the
saquus] won the colbege nation
al team title. He also earned
his master's degree in mar
kting

Williaims made a remark
able leap his first year on the
pero b, @obng fromoa 112th
ranking to Mo, 3, Today, he is
radleed sixth in the world

O e pro powir, Willlams
sarid the top plavers make o
comfortable lving, bt not

an extravagant one., He es-
tirmates the top fve play
ers make about $ 100 000 &mnd
those ranked Ffth through
eighth, wbost $ 60,000, Those
Fgures climb higher with en
dorsements, Willlams, 26,
and single, currently has two
sponsors - Wilson and Cen
tral Baneg Mostgagss
Creenbrier Morth recguet
ball director Malia Bailey
remembers Williams as the
gy who won all the Facility's
touirnaments. He was a natu
ral for the clinic
W huscl people ol all ages,
Fromm youth to adulis and ev-
eyl y il 54.1|||t-l|!||.||.!.: ol al
it.” Hailev =aid. “We had an
many asking when s he com
ing back. that we are looking
indo branging him back this
SLTTHTIET.
David Kriparos, asixth-
grader ot Hickory Mid-
dle Schoal, even got 1o play
against Williams
I think he's a really great
guy o (e court and off,” Ca
wid saikd. “He's enthusiasti
about everything amd willing
o help, 1 learmed a lot
Davicl’s mother, Cindy,
sald he came home with a big
simiike on his face
He weas on cloud mine o
several davs alter ths " ahe
s fel
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